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The Kilgore F o r t  House is a  two-story timber s t r u c t u r e  with gable 

roof and r e s t s  on a l imestone foundation. On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  gable end i s  a  
massive s tone  chimney l a i d  i n  lime mortar wi th  two i n s e t s  o r  sp lays  t h a t  
narrow the s tone  p i l e  i n  i t s  r i s e  t o  the s t a c k .  The building5 cons t ruc t ion  
i s  i n  the  s imples t  form, being of hewn r e c t a n g u l a r  t imbers,  V-notched a t  
the c o m e r s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  s t r u c t u r a l  and de fens ive  s t r e n g t h  was enhanced 
by a  heavy i n t e r i o r  t imber p a r t i t i o n  notched i n t o  the wa l l s  exposing the  
ends to the c x t e r i o r ,  thus  forming two rooms on both f l o o r s .  This p a r t i -  
t i o n  has been removed by sawing the wooden members o f f  a t  the i n t e r i o r  w a l l  
sur face .  The f i r s t ,  second and a t t i c  f l o o r  j o i s t s  a r e  a l s o  s e t  i n t o  the  
s t r u c t u r a l  t imbers.  The second f l o o r  openings a r e  apparen t ly  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  small s i z e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  the defens ive  n a t u r e  of the  bui ld ing;  the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  windows e x i s t i n g  on the  n o r t h  and west  have been enlarged. 
The doorways and a l l  window openings a r e  f i n i s h e d  by simple framing boards. 
The roof p r e s e n t l y  has rough sh ing le  shakes b u t  i s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  I n t e r i o r  
f l o o r i n g  i s  miss ing  f o r  the  most p a r t  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  but  most of the  
buarding remains i n t a c t  on the  second and a t t i c  s t o r i e s .  A s t e e p  ladder  
s t a i r  (closed s t r i n g e r s  wi th  t r eade r s )  remains, l i n k i n g  t h e  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s ,  and a ladder  leads  t o  the  a t t i c  level. 
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F r o n t i e r  For t s  were b u i l t  t o  guard mountain gateways, r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  
and o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s ,  and a l s o  a s  p l aces  of  r e fuge  f o r  neighboring 
front iersmen and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  du r ing  times of  danger .  Subsequent t o  
Braddock's d e f e a t ,  Colonel  George Washington organized  the  defense of  
~ i r g i n i a ' s  f r o n t i e r  around a system of such f o r t s  s t r e t c h i n g  the  length  
of  the Valley from the  Potomac t o  North Carol ina.  While the  major danger 
of French and Ind ian  invas ion  passed wi th  t h e  Trea ty  o f  P a r i s  (1763) and 
t h e  removal of  French i n f l u e n c e  from North America, Ind ian  depredat ions  
remained a r e a l i t y  on the  f r o n t i e r .  

The se t t l emen t  o f  extreme Southwest V i rg in i a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t - t h i r d  of 
the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  followed ve ry  c l o s e l y  t h e  s t anda rd  f o r  f r o n t i e r  
development. The Ind ians  remained a n  a c t i v e  t h r e a t  t o  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h i s  
reg ion  dur ing  and immediately fol lowing t h e  American War f o r  Independence. 
The Old Ki lgore  F o r t  House was the  l a s t  of a  c h a i n  of  f r o n t i e r  f o r t s  
extending a t  one time from Castlewood to  Cumberland Gap. B u i l t  a t  the  
end of the f i r s t ,  more dangerous, genera t ion  of  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h i s  new 
Virg in ia  f r o n t i e r ,  t h e  K i l g o r e  F o r t  House r e p r e s e n t s  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  type I 

of s t r u c t u r e .  
By c i r c a  1785-90, s t r o n g l y - b u i l t  and f o r t i f i e d  houses were taking the 

p lace  of the e a r l i e r  blockhouse and stockaded f o r t s .  Robert K i lgo re ' s  
For t  House r ep resen t s  t h i s  s t a g e  i n  f r o n t i e r  s o c i a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

1 
I development. Both the  lower and upper s t o r i e s  were separa ted  i n t o  two I 

rooms by log  p a r t i t i o n s  b u i l t  a s  s t r o n g l y  a s  the  o u t e r  w a l l s  thcrnselves, 
sugges t ing  a  de fens ive  s t r a t e g y  w i t h  the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s e v e r a l  l a s t  s tands  
Although threa tened  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  the  K i l g o r e  House survived the 

I 
.I 

i l a s t  Indian up r i s ing .  i 
Robert K i l g o r e  l i v e d  i n  the  old house u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1854 a t  the  I 

a g c  of e igh ty -e igh t .  He was a  prominent p r i m i t i v e  B a p t i s t  min i s t e r  a s  1 
wel l  a s  a  farmer. He was p a s t o r  of  N i c k e l s v i l l e  B a p t i s t  Church fo r  more I than f o r t y  yea r s ;  and h i s  namesake of a  l a t e r  gene ra t ion  l e f t  Southwest 
V i rg in i a  t o  become a n  Evange l i s t  of n a t i o n a l  r epu te .  The Manuscript 
census r e t u r n s  f o r  1850 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Kilgore F o r t  House was a  f a i r l y  I prosperous farm i n  t h e  an te-be l lum per iod .  While a  younger Robert K i l g o r e  
and h i s  family were o p e r a t i n g  t h e  farm, t h e  e l d e r  Robert  l i v e d  on i n  r e -  i 
t i rement  a t  the house he had b u i l t .  

K i l g o r e  For t  House i s  i n  advanced s t r u c t u r a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  due p r i -  
mar i ly  t o  the  breakdown of  t h e  mortar i n  t h e  s t o n e  chimney caus ing  i t  t o  
lean  downhill  and consequently push the  upper p o r t i o n  o f  the  bu i ld ing  i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  A major i ty  of  t h e  t imbers ,  however, a r e  i n  good condi t ion .  

I 
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8.. ~t a s  t h e  foca l  po in t  f o r  a  p u b l i c  wayside park.  The e f f o r t s  and pre-  
l iminary  p lans  by the Tennessee Valley Au thor i ty ,  Lenowisco Planning Dis t r i c  
Commission, S c o t t  County Planning Commission, and the Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  
Landmarks Commission a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  Kilgore F o r t  House w i l l  be proper ly  
r e s t o r e d  and t h a t  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and park ing  a r e a s  w i l l  n o t  i n f r i n g e  on 
the  h i s t o r i c  a spec t s  of  the  bu i ld ing .  I ts  p ic turesque  s i te  on a g e n t l e  
s lope  bes ide  Copper Creek lends  t o  t h e  f o r t  house an i s o l a t e d  f r o n t i e r  
q u a l i t y  chat  w i l l  be respec ted  by t h e s e  p l ans .  

The K i l g o r e  F o r t  House is perhaps t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  county 
and even i n  i t s  present  c o n d i t i o n ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  landmark. Indeed, i t s  
importance is n a t i o n a l  i n  scope,  be ing  one of  t h e  few e x t a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  
southwestern Vi rg in i a  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e a r l y  westward movement i n t o  
Kentucky, Tennessee and beyond. 
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